MINUTES OF THE LITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8h JULY 2026
LITTLEBURY VILLAGE HALL, LITTLEBURY at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Philip Marns, John Broomfield, Peter Rieck, Scott Rowling and Jane Jones.
Also Present: Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk), Cllr Paul Gadd and Cllr. Neil Gregory
Public: 0

	1. 
	Apologies for absence: Mike Scott, Deanna Richardson, Steve Roberts and Jan Menell

	2. 
	Public Participation (15 mins): 
None

	3. [bookmark: _30j0zll]

	Conflicts of Interest: 
None

	4. 
	Reports from the District Councillors/County Councillor: 
District Councillors: Report Sent – Cllr Gregory encourages everyone to view the excellent ‘Rivers Return’ video on the UDC website. Chalks streams are very rare and we are lucky to have such important ecology on our doorstep. Cllr Gregory reported on the recent meeting with Roger Hirst, the Police and Crime Commissioner, at Saffron Walden Town Hall. Attendees reiterated concerns that there were not enough resources for policing locally. 
County Councillor: Report Sent – Cllr Gadd will follow up on the Walden Road drains clearance report and clarify whether ditch clearance is recommended. 
ACTION: PC to forward ideas to Clerk for ‘Pride In Place Clean up Fund’ mentioned in ECC’s ‘Reforming Essex’ document which was circulated by Cllr Gadd. Clerk will then forward to Cllr Gadd who will advise on how to apply. 

	5. 
	Approval of minutes: 
The previously circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on 10th June 26, were approved following minor amendments and signed by the Chair. The recommendation of clearly highlighted ‘Action Points’, within the minutes going forward, is to be adopted.


	6. 
	Matters/Actions arising from the minutes:
a) Standing Orders – The adjusted Standing Orders were approved by the PC. ACTION: Clerk to add to the website.
b) New Bench at Howe Hall Farm – ACTION: Clerk to order bench and to liaise with Jan Menell about finding someone to install it. 
c) Trespassing threat on Littlebury Recreation Ground . The PC believes additional preventative measures are appropriate.  ACTION: Phil Marns to contact local contractors and Audley End Estate. 
d) Littlebury Community Orchard – ACTION: Clerk to contact Hardys Landscaping to get a quote for mowing the orchard. The Clerk will emphasise the need for care to be taken to ensure no damage to the trees or wild flower area.

	7. 
	Planning:
a) For Discussion: 
UTT/26/1647/FUL - Wheelwrights Cottage, Cambridge Road
S73 application to remove condition 4 (windows) attached to
UTT/26/0261/HHF
No Objections
b) Decisions: 
None

	8. 
	Neighbourhood Plan:
a) Report from Steering Group - The Neighbourhood Plan presentation and Q&A was held on 11th June. The Community Survey has been delivered to all households, with responses due by 10th July. The Steering Group held its first meeting on 29th June, appointing Jeremy Featherstone as Chair and Mike Scott as Secretary. The next meeting will take place on 10th August, when an update on the survey responses will have been received.
b) Terms of Reference of the Steering Group – The PC have approved the changes of the Terms of Reference. 
c) The PC welcomed the interest of Darren Fisher, a Catmere End resident, in joining the Steering Group, His appointment was approved by all. 
d) Housing Needs Survey – The Housing Needs Survey is an essential part of the Neighbourhood Plan. RCCE are experts and have completed many other such surveys for Neighbourhood Plans. The PC support this being completed by an external professional body and approved the expenditure. ACTION: Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to commission RCCE to conduct survey.

	9. 
	New Items:
a) Community Bus Scheme – The PC have decided to support the scheme with the proposed donation of £500 conditional upon: (i) an end of pilot review of whether local demand justifies the cost and (ii)  confirmation that all three Parish villages will be serviced.
b) Defibrillator Training – There are three Community First Responders who could carry out the training. ACTION: Clerk is to use polls on the local WhatsApp groups to enquire if there will be enough interest. 

	10. 
☼
	Clerk’s update / Correspondence:
a) Risk Register Review – The Internal Auditor has advised adding another column to the register which notes how each mitigation or action brings the risk down. ACTION: John Broomfield to share an electronic copy of his previously circulated  observations and suggestions, with the PC, for review and comment by everyone. A draft, incorporating all further input, will be presented at the September meeting for approval. 
b) New Chart of Accounts – The new chart is almost complete and just needs a few minor alterations. The PC approved the expenditure of Rialtas loading the new chart. ACTION: Phil Marns to liaise with Clerk as to the alterations. 
c) Clerk’s Pension – The PC received a document detailing the Local Government Pension scheme. ACTION:  Philip Marns to organise an online meeting, of PC Members, to review prior to September meeting.
d) Littlebury Churchyard – Janice Rust has requested the PC book a winter leaf clearance with Hardy’s Landscaping. As Mike Scott was not present at the meeting, and has historically dealt with PC donations to the church, the matter will be added to the September Agenda. 

	11. 
	Highways:
a) VAS Licence progress – Steve Roberts is contacting the Highways officers. It is felt that the PC will need to go above the officers level. ACTION: Phil Marns is to follow up with the new cabinet member.
b) Finger Sign at Littlebury Green Crossroads – Phil Marns has received no reply to his correspondence with a local tradesman. ACTION: Clerk to seek recommendations for a joiner / builder via local WhatsApp and social media groups.
c) VAS PINS for Littlebury Green – The Clerk received the security PINS at the meeting. ACTION: Clerk to download the data from the Littlebury Green signs soon.

	12. 
	Playgrounds:
a) Seesaw repairs – ACTION: As with 11a the Clerk will seek a local tradesman to carry out the repairs.
b) Replanting of Littlebury Recreational Ground – Following felling of several trees at Littlebury Recreational Ground the PC are happy to purchase new trees but will require volunteers for the replanting and watering. ACTION: Clerk to seek volunteers through Village Views and local WhatsApp Groups.
c) New Playground Inspectors – The Clerk has received six quotes from different playground inspection companies. Quotes vary greatly but it would seem that they all use the same template for their reports as the existing company used by the PC. As unclear reporting was one of the main reasons for moving contractors the Clerk was unsure which to recommend to the PC. ACTION: Clerk to select the two she believes best and circulate together with the sample reports to the PC members for their evaluation.



	13. 
	Finance:
Receipts and payments up to 03/07/26 and any invoices/receipts received up until 08/07/26 were considered at the meeting.

	
	July Payments

	
	SSE (May Streetlighting)
	£112.09

	
	Hardys Landscaping (Grasscutting)
	£1071.67

	
	Microsoft 365
	£104.99

	
	Rob Cook (Caretaker)
	£787.50

	
	Jodie Rowlandson (July pay +  WFH Allowance)
	£672.57

	
	Tesco (Chair’s expenses)
	£10.35

	
	Plumbfix (Postfix)
	£6.99

	
	Total July Payments
	£2766.16

	14. 
	Any other business: 

Scott Rowling submitted two receipts for small amounts (Tesco and Plumbfix) which have been pre-approved by the Chair and these have been added to the July payments list. 

Scott reports that the newly installed dog poo bin on Mill Lane is being well used. The Clerk has emailed UDC with the WhatThreeWords location to get the bin added to the list but it has not yet been emptied forcing Scott to have to empty it himself. The Clerk will chase UDC about getting the bin added to the round. The PC would like to thank Scott and Brian Lewis for installing the new bin. 


	15. 
	Date of next meeting, 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 9th September 2026 at 7.30pm in Littlebury Village Hall, Littlebury.




The meeting closed at 9.19 pm



Signed						  Dated
          ……………………………..………….			………………………..


