Parish of Littlebury

MINUTES OF LITTLEBURY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th MAY, 2025
AT LITTLEBURY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 P.M.


Present: Michael Scott, John Broomfield, Steve Roberts, Janet Menell, Peter Rieck, Peter Garland,  Neil Gregory
Also Present: Jean Cowell
Public: 0 
The Meeting commenced at 7.40pm and was chaired by Peter Rieck          
1. Apologies for absence: Scott Rowling, Philip Marns, Paul Gadd, Richard Pavitt


2. Approval of the minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2024: The previously circulated minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.


3. Chairman’s Report: The report was presented by Jean Cowell.

The new term commenced with the news that the Queens Head Public House, was to be sold.  Following this a team led by Chris Shucksmith found interest was growing in purchasing the pub and they advised the PC accordingly of their plans. The PC already had the QH listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV,) but the protection ended on 9 January 2025.   A new application was submitted and an ACV has been added to UDC’s list for a period of 5 years, commencing 26 February 2025.  We are most grateful to the Community Pub Team for their work on this project. Unfortunately, as I write this, the buyer, to my knowledge, is yet to come forward!

It has been noted that the precept set for 2025/6  was extremely high. As well as the normal increases in services two major items were included.  First, following advice given by our District Councillors, it was agreed that producing a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish would be an advantage. Once a Neighbourhood Plan is in place it would assist in giving influence on future planning for the parish. The PC held a separate meeting and met with members of Littlebury Residents Group and Cllr John Evans, Portfolio holder at UDC for Planning/ Neighbourhood Planning, to see what was involved.  Cllr Evans outlined that as well as having professional input in producing the plan, there would be a need to ask parishioners if they have specific skills which could be drawn upon. It is a substantial task to produce the plan which could take between 2 – 3 years. To produce a plan is expensive and it was agreed that £15,000 was to be allocated in the precept for this project to commence.

Second, over £10,000 has been spent on highway issues.  Despite advising ECC Highways, through our Clerk, their website and our County Councillor, work requested had not been assigned.  Therefore, due to continued speeding issues in Littlebury Green we installed our own VAS signs.  We had asked if the signs on the B1383 could be repaired or replaced; this wasn’t achieved and so the PC purchased new VAS signs there too.  The PC are also looking to install posts for broken signage, again with money from the precept. Our County Councillor has constantly raised issues on speed and safety, and on a positive note, we were recently successful in getting the 40mph speed limit on Littlebury Green Road reduced to 30mph.

We agreed that the parish website desperately required an overhaul. I contacted local groups to see if anyone would take on this challenge. Charlotte Dunham responded and, with her husband Ian, have put a considerable amount of time and effort enhancing the site.  Please visit: www.littlebury.org.uk. The transformation is beyond belief, and we now have a professional website which is constantly updated.  

The various groups within the parish, the “Bumpy” Nature Reserve, St Peters Church & Community Hub, Hamlets History Group, Energy Project, Cam Upper Reaches Action Team (CURAT) Littlebury, Riverfly Project, Community Orchard, Residents Group, Catmere End Pond all deserve thanks for the work they undertake on a volunteer basis.  Not forgetting Tracy McNulty, Paula & Scott Rowling for work on the triangles, plus the other volunteers who help when the call goes out. Thank you also for the people who attended the Litter picking in both Littlebury Green and Littlebury.  I also thank Audley End Estate, who have always assisted where they can, and to Rob Cook our caretaker.

There have been changes. We have seen John Broomfield and Scott Rowling both being co-opted onto the PC and in the last few days the resignation of Peter Garland, who is moving from the area.  Tracy Coston, our clerk, resigned, and I take this opportunity to personally thank her for all her help and assistance over the years.  With the knowledge she has gained (after arriving as a temporary clerk in 2000) she will be a hard act to follow. Until a new clerk is on board my thanks go to Mike Scott who has taken on the role of Acting Clerk. 

My final thanks go to the District and County Councillors and to my fellow Parish Councillors for all their help and support over the years.  

Now on a personal note this is my last Chair’s Report, as I too have resigned after over 20 years.  It wasn’t an easy decision to make, but due to various health blips this year, which meant I was missing meetings, I thought it was the right time.  I have been touched by the generosity of the PC for the beautiful flowers and voucher I recently received. I have enjoyed my service, with all its ups and downs. I am fortunate to live in such a beautiful area which has a kind and caring community. Working in the community has always been a large part of my life and I hope that in my own small way I have been able to contribute to this, via the Parish Council.  

4. Report from County Councillor and District Councillor:
County Councillor: Report sent.

District Councillors: Neil Gregory thanked the PC and commented on how hard it works. He commented on the UDC Local Plan and that it was now with the Inspector.  He did not anticipate any dramatic changes. The local area had come out well in the plan with limited development proposed outside Newport and Saffron Walden. However, in 3 years Uttlesford District Council will cease to exist and will be replaced by a Unitary Authority, probably formed by combining Uttlesford, Harlow , Epping and Brentwood.  In which case there was likely to be far more pressure for development in the North West of the area.  He stressed that the best defence was a sound Neighbourhood Plan. 
5. Financial Report from Responsible Financial Officer: Mike Scott presented the accounts which had been compiled by Tracy Coston, RFO. A summary is attached to these minutes.  Mike answered some questions of clarification but no significant issues were raised.  
6. Report from Littlebury Village Hall Committee:
Jean Cowell gave a report on the activities of the Village Hall. The finances were sound.  The Pop –Up pubs which were instituted during the campaign to save the Queens Head were very popular and now a regular monthly event.  One off events included two showings of the Littlebury film by Lizzie Sanders, Xmas lunch and carols and a bingo evening. There were two regular hirers of the hall: Click Kids and puppy classes. A performance tent had been purchased and is available for hire. There are plans to refurbish the garden and bar area. Jean thanked the Parish Council for its contribution to running costs. 

7. Any other business: There was no other business
The Meeting closed at 8.09pm.




Signed




Dated
              ………………………


……………………
