MINUTES OF THE LITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2026
LITTLEBURY VILLAGE HALL, LITTLEBURY at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Philip Marns, Mike Scott, John Broomfield, Steve Roberts, Jan Menell, Peter Rieck and Deanna Richardson
Also Present: Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk), Cllr Paul Gadd (ECC), Cllr, Neil Gregory (UDC) 
Public: 2

	1. 
	Apologies for absence: 
Scott Rowling, Cllr Pavitt

	2. 
	Parish Council Vacancies:
Deanna Richardson gave a brief introduction and spoke of her concerns for the Parish such as speeding and protecting wildlife. She was proposed to be co-opted by Mike Scott and was seconded by Peter Rieck. The vote was unanimous and the PC welcomed Deanna. 

	3. 
	Public Participation (15 mins): 
Jane Jones attended the meeting with a view to joining the Parish Council.

	4. [bookmark: _30j0zll]

	Conflicts of Interest:
Janet Menell is trustee to (LUC) Littlebury United Charities - Heating Help (11f)
Mike Scott is chair of St Peter’s Community Hub (14)
Philip Marns is Director of Saffron Walden Community Energy (15)

	5. 
	Reports from the District Councillors/County Councillor: 
District Councillors: The Government has issued its financial settlement to local authorities but they have changed the basis of funding and UDC is set to lose one million pounds. Following Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) this means the new authority will be starting with this large loss. They may ask rural local authorities to take on additional duties to cope with this deficit. The PC enquired whether UDC had received any response from the Queen’s Head owner. Unfortunately they have received none to date and will try contacting him again.
County Councillor: Work at Copley Hill Crossroads is completed and the request for a safety sign on Strethall Rd has gone to road safety and is progressing. Cllr Gadd stated that he intends to stand again in the upcoming elections as he wishes to see several road safety schemes which he has initiated come to fruition. The PC expressed their dismay at the lengthy delay of the VAS Licence after Essex Highways lost the application. The PC asked  Cllr Gadd to look into the claim (from Essex Highways) that the post can only be fitted by themselves. as They also state that the licence can only be issued after their quote for said post installation is accepted by the PC. Cllr Gadd believed there was no areas of flooding within the Parish but the PC have alerted him to the area around Littlebury Recreational Ground where the drains are blocked and road becomes flooded.

Both the County and District Councillors stressed the importance of the Neighbourhood Plan in preventing speculative development, especially after the forthcoming local government re-organisation.


	6. 
	Approval of minutes: Parish Council meeting held on 14th January, 26.
Approved with minor amendments. Signed by the Chair.


	7. 
	Matters/Actions arising from the minutes:
a) New Post for Village Sign – The sign has been collected from Mike Cox, whom the PC would like to thank for his great work in restoring the sign. Stuart Wiseman is now connecting the sign to the new post and it is hoped to be reinstalled soon.
b) Risk Register – Following last month’s approval the Risk Register will be reviewed every six months.
c) Replanting following Falcon Tree work – The PC re-iterated its commitment to replanting to replace trees felled on the Littlebury Recreation Ground.  Due to persistent rainfall the ground is too wet and the work will be delayed until the autumn planting season. Regular watering will be vital and a scheme will need to be in place prior to replanting.  Item to be added to the July Agenda.


	8. 
	Planning:
a) For Discussion: 
UTT/26/0120/CLP - Poplar Barn, Littlebury Green Road, Littebury Green
Use of land to station a mobile home granny annexe for use incidental to the main dwelling

The council felt that the proposed building was incompatible with the local character.  It requested that any permission should include strict restrictions on its use, including prohibiting letting. 

UTT/26/0314/FUL - 2 Clays Meadow Littlebury CB11 4TX
S73 application to vary condition C 6 10 (use of building) of UTT/1754/07/FUL
(Erection of detached swimming pool building)

This is simply transfer of the conditions imposed in 2007 following transfer of the land and building to an adjacent property.  The PC had no objections.

UTT/26/0261/HHF- Wheelwrights Cottage, Cambridge Road, Littlebury
Conversion of existing garage to provide an art room and ancillary annex accommodation, removal of external stairs and installation of a Juliette balcony, together with replacement windows and doors.

The PC had no objections.

b) Decisions: 
UTT/25/3299/HHF- Alban House 8B Peggys Walk Littlebury Essex CB11 4TG
S73A retrospective application for the erection of an outbuilding to the rear garden, single storey, flat roof, to be used as training & storage area.
Unconditional Approval - 20th January 2026

	9. 
	Neighbourhood Plan:
a) More Open day dates – As well as more  open day dates, an open public meeting was suggested with speakers who can engage the public and inform them of the importance of the Neighbourhood Plan. PC to ask  Cllr Neil Gregory or members of neighbouring parishes, that have more advanced  plans, .
b) Information on website – It is believed that information on the website should be supplemented by a printed leaflet, which could be distributed to the community, would get more attention and coverage.
c) Printed information to each household – This could be distributed with Village Views but if it is not created in time several people who attended the open day volunteered to help with leafleting.
d) Steering Group - Volunteers are needed to join a steering group. The PC proposed to speak with those who attended the open day and expressed an interest in joining. It was suggested that the Littlebury Residents Group may have members who would wish to join the Steering group.
e) Housing Needs Survey – This is key component for a Neighbourhood Plan. RCCE can support the PC on a consulting basis. This is a properly researched report which states what it is that the Parish needs in the future. It is thought that there may not be a good response to a survey currently and this is to be delayed until the public is more engaged.

	10.  
	New Items:
a) Payment of budgeted grants to Village Hall and St.Peters Community Hub – The PC agreed to pay grants of £500 to each, These payments are traditionally made in February. It was agreed that in  future these  payments  should be made earlier in the financial year. 
b) VV article about 2026 budget – Philip Marns has drafted an article to accompany the usual meeting report in Village Views. This was approved.
c) Financial reporting and audit – The PC is working hard to ensure a clean audit this financial year. Philip Marns is to have discussions with the new Internal Auditor regarding new analysis of financials, revising chart of accounts and having clearer reporting.

	11. 
☼
	Clerk’s update / Correspondence:
a) Internal Auditor appointment and March meeting visit – As the PC doesn’t want this to impose on usual business the members proposed a separate meeting before next month’s PC meeting. The Clerk is to contact the Auditor and arrange this following her return from holiday.
b) Standing Order Review – Mike Scott went through the Standing Orders and sees nothing that needs amending. He requested all councillors to take a look and suggest any revisions by 25th February..
c) End of Year Accounts health check from Rialtas – The PC agreed to a training package from Rialtas for the new Clerk/RFO to ensure the PC is fully prepared for audit and reporting requirements.
d) June Meeting – The Clerk is away for two weeks in June and will miss the June Meeting. Mike Scott agreed to step in as interim Clerk whilst she is away.
e) War Memorial cleaning quotes – Following several large quotes the Clerk has received a more reasonable one from Suffolk Brick & Stone and the PC is to request for a pre-Remembrance Day clean later in the year.
f) LUC Heating Help – Littlebury United Charities is offering financial assistance with heating costs. The LUC would like it to be known that this help is available to all within the Parish. 

	12. 
	Highways
a) Highways signs repairs – The schedule of works were sent to Saffron Signs in early February but no quote has been received yet. Clerk is to chase.
b) VAS Sign Licence delay – As explained earlier in the discussion with Cllr Gadd the PC is very frustrated with Essex Highways and the delay to the VAS licence. The PC has also recently received further communications regarding the portable VAS Scheme UDC are trialling. The PC has agreed to pay for the required brackets but will use an existing post.  Clerk to enquire how often the Parish will have the portable VAS.

	13. 
	Recreation and Playgrounds:
a) Quote received for repair/replacement work – There are very high  costs to repair and replace the playground equipment. The PC suggested consulting the community to ask what is of interest to them. John Broomfield is going to start a conversation to try and start a top down review of what the public wants. This will form part of the Neighbourhood Plan. Janet Menell would like to talk with residents within Littlebury Green about the playground there and Peter Rieck would like it noted that there is still an interest in a recreational area near the pond in Catmere End.
b) Moles at Littlebury Rec – The PC’s Caretaker reported a lot of molehills at Littlebury Recreational Ground. The PC does not consider  this will be an issue for very long as the grass cutting will start soon. They are not a hazard and can be easily levelled off.

	14. 
	Finance
Receipts and payments up to 06/02/26 and any invoices/receipts received up until 11/02/26 were considered and approved at the meeting.



	

	February Receipts:

	
	Friends of Holy Trinity Church
	£160

	
	Total February Receipts:
	£160

	
	

	
	February Payments:

	
	Falcon Tree ( Bumpy + Littlebury Green Rec)
	£1920.00

	
	Falcon Tree ( Littlebury Rec)
	£2280.00

	
	HMRC Quarterly Payment
	£801.69

	
	Currys (Clerk Printer)
	£179.97

	
	Rob Cook (Caretaker)
	£487.50

	
	Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk Feb pay + Allowance)
	£576.40

	
	Total February Payments
	£6245.56

	15. 
	Area Reports: 

Thieves beware: Peter Rieck has been putting ‘Beware Thieves’ signs up in Catmere End and Steve Roberts and Scott Rowling have put some up in Littlebury. There may be a need for another marking event soon.

Storage in Village Hall shed: Steve Roberts has purchased a plastic tub to store some of the PC items as Littlebury Village Hall storage shed sometimes leaks.

Local Energy Production: Philip Marns reported that Saffron Walden Community Energy is looking at the possibility of forming a Local Energy Co-op. . This would enable local generators to be paid more than selling directly to the grid and consumers could buy locally generated energy at a cheaper rate. There could be a 10-30% reduction in cost, thereby helping people with their energy bills. Philip will provide further information.. 


	16. 
	Date of next meeting, 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm in St Peter’s Community Hub, Littlebury Green




The meeting closed at 21.48 pm



Signed						  Dated
          ……………………………..………….			………………………..




