MINUTES OF THE LITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2026
LITTLEBURY VILLAGE HALL, LITTLEBURY at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Philip Marns, Mike Scott, John Broomfield, Steve Roberts, Jan Menell, Peter Rieck and Scott Rowling.
Also Present: Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk)
Public: 0

	1. 
	Apologies for absence: Cllr Gadd


	2. 
	Parish Council Vacancies:
Due to Deanna Richardson being unwell the PC have rolled her co-option over to the next meeting in February. Mike Scott is to speak with her in the meantime.

	3. 
	Public Participation (15 mins): 
None

	4. [bookmark: _30j0zll]

	Conflicts of Interest:
None

	5. 
	Report from the County Councillor: 
County Councillor: £500 has been allocated from the Locality Fund for use towards the new VAS signs. On highways issues, Essex Highways has confirmed that a missing advance warning sign at Coploe Hill crossroads was delayed due to an undiscovered fuel pipeline but will be installed soon, along with reinstating a sign damaged in a January collision. An LHP meeting is scheduled for 19 January 2026, after which there may be an update on the Strethall Road sign. In education, a Cabinet decision has approved around £2m of s.106 funding for a new specialist SEND block for up to 40 pupils at Saffron Walden County High School, due for completion by August 2026.


	6. 
	Approval of minutes: Parish Council meeting held on 10th December, 25.
Approved with minor amendments. Signed by the Chair.


	7. 
	Matters/Actions arising from the minutes:
a) Risk Register – The PC made significant progress on updating the Risk Register at a working group meeting last year and formally approved this updated version. Reviews of the Risk Register will take place regularly.
b) Space in Littlebury Village Hall shed for PC storage – Steve Roberts was shown the storage shed at the Village Hall. He believes there is ample space to store various items such as Litterpicking signs and goal nets. The steel shed appears to be reasonably weatherproof but may need a plastic storage box to protect against the deterioration of anything electrical like VAS cables. The PC agreed that items should be moved here as soon as possible. Steve is to seek clarification with Martyn Porter about the continued storage of the PC filing cabinet.
c) Cleaning of the War Memorial – Following a very high quote from Hermitage Memorials the Clerk is to seek more quotes to find something more reasonable. Advice has been sought from stonemasons regarding what products could be used should the job fall to the caretaker or volunteers.
d) Footpaths in Littlebury Green – Jan Menell reports that a footpath in Littlebury Green is in a bad state. The footpath next to the barn leading to Elmdon Lee has been ploughed and has a broken stile. Clerk is to report to ECC and Audley End Estates.
e) New Post for Village Sign – The Second quote for this is expected shortly and the PC hopes to have the sign back in it’s usual setting as soon as possible.

	8. 
	Planning:
a) For Discussion: 
UTT/25/3422/NMA- High Acre Catmere End Littlebury CB11 4XG
Non material amendment to UTT/25/0920/HHF - Outside Ground level reduced by 150mm to avoid damp issues, Cladding changed from horizontal timber to vertical timber & brick plinth updated to suit, Glazing in North Elevation changed to accommodate room under stairs
b) Decisions: 
None
c) Neighbourhood plan:
The PC held an informal drop in meeting on Saturday 10th January at Littlebury Village Hall. All the residents who came were engaged and showed an interest in assisting in some form. Most people attending offered to help and will be contacted by the Clerk. There is to be a short piece in February’s Village Views and a more detailed circular to accompany VV in March to explain what a Neighbourhood Plan is, how it will benefit the Parish and how this will be carried across regardless of local government reorganisation. As a result of the meeting we have the start of a Steering Group and will seek more volunteers.

	9.  
	External Meetings update:
a) Queen’s Head – In December there was an informal meeting with a senior executive of UDC and a representative from each of the PC, Community Pub Group and Residents group. The UDC has subsequently contacted the owner of the Queen’s Head pub.

	10. 
☼
	Clerk’s update / Correspondence:
a) Gov.uk Email changeover – All but two Councillors are now on the gov email and Clerk will follow up to get those on soon.
b) Internal Auditors – Clerk has received recommendations from the Clerks forum for a new Internal Auditor and has sourced two quotes. Councillors agreed to engage the services of Helen Symmons of Legra Internal Audit Service. Clerk to send her previous years reports for review and enquire whether a visit to a meeting is possible.
c) Verge Contract – Peter Rieck has found no alternative tenders that would be suitable and so the PC has agreed to renew the contract with Simon Dudley. Item to be added to a summer agenda so alternative tenders can be looked into in plenty of time.

	11. 
	Highways
a) Highways signs repairs – Philip Marns met with Saffron Signs last week and the PC is to send a full schedule of works of signs that need maintenance or repair in the Parish. PC is to ensure that Saffron Signs have the relevant Public Liability Insurance.

	12. 
	Recreation and Playgrounds:
a) Quote received for repair/replacement work – Clerk has been contacting numerous playground companies to gain quotes for repair works. Unfortunately the majority of companies will not carry out repairs on equipment they did not install themselves. HAGS being the only company to send through a quote which was exceptionally high. PC to consider that replacement of play equipment may be a better option.
b) Bins for Littlebury Green Recreational Ground – ECC have confirmed that they cannot arrange a recycling collection from the playground but can collect general waste. Caretaker to empty and remove the old silver metal bin. The green bin in the corner then needs to be moved in its place and Clerk to send ‘what three words’ location to ECC to arrange regular emptying.


	13. 
	New Items
a) Defibrillator Training - It is thought there may a lack of awareness of the defibs and the process to use them Mike Scott has composed an article for Village Views.

	14. 
	Finance
Receipts and payments up to 09/01/26 and any invoices/receipts received up until 14/01/26 were considered at the meeting.



	

	January Receipts:

	
	ECC Verge cutting payment
	£3125.83

	
	Total January Receipts:
	£3125.83

	
	

	
	January payments:

	
	SSE Energy Solutions (Nov payment)
	£127.88

	
	SSE Energy Solutions (Dec payment)
	£165.78

	
	Prestige Hampers
	£71.48

	
	Springwell Nurserys
	£265

	
	Rialtas Training
	£360

	
	Rob Cook (6month playground inspections)
	£650

	
	Rob Cook (12th Jan Invoice)
	£331.99

	
	Hardys Landscaping
	£660

	
	Jodie Rowlandson (Jan pay + Allowance)
	£576.60

	
	Falcon Tree (Inspection cost)
	£1500

	
	Total January Payments
	£4708.73

	15. 
	Area Reports: 
Trees: Following an expert inspection of trees in the Parish, several trees have been felled at Littlebury Recreational Ground. The Horse Chestnut showed decay on all of the stems and base and posed a risk to the public. The PC is committed to replanting and is taking advice on appropriate species.

Rubbish Reports: There have been complaints from Littlebury Green residents regarding an overspilling bin and surrounding rubbish left on the verge at the top of Thomas Walk. Unfortunately there isn’t anything the PC can do about this and reminds residents to please dispose of their rubbish correctly and keep the village tidy for all.

Churchyard Licence: The PC is aware that the licence for the upper Churchyard expires soon and has started talks with the PCC.


	16. 
	Date of next meeting, 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 11th February 2026 at 7.30pm at Littlebury Village Hall, Littlebury



The meeting closed at 9:16 pm



Signed						  Dated
          ……………………………..………….			………………………..



