MINUTES OF THE LITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2025	
LITLEBURY VILLAGE HALL, LITTLEBURY at 7.30 p.m.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Present: Philip Marns, Mike Scott, John Broomfield, Steve Roberts, Jan Menell, Peter Rieck and Scott Rowling.
Also Present: Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk)
Public: 1

	1. 
	Apologies for Absence: None
	

	2. 
	Public Participation (15 mins): Martyn Porter came to discuss storage of Parish Council items at the Village Hall. Martyn believes space could be made in the existing shed to accommodate the PC’s needs. Martyn will report back to the Village Hall Committee and they will see what size space they can make available. 
The PC was pleased to hear that the Village Hall was successful in receiving a grant from MAG Airports Community Funds, for the refurbishment of the old Committee room 
	

	3. [bookmark: _30j0zll]

	Conflicts of Interest: Mike Scott stated in relation to the budget he would like it to be known that he is Chair of St Peter’s Community Hub.
	

	4. 
	Approval of minutes: Parish Council meeting held on 12th December 2025. Approved with a few amendments. Signed by the Chair
	

	5. 
	Matters/Actions arising from the minutes:
a) The PC approved the Grants Policy and Communications Policy documents. Signed copies of the policies will be kept by the Clerk. Philip Marns requested the PC look to approve sections of the Risk Register at the January meeting. 
b) The PC approved Falcon Tree Specialists to carry out works advised on trees within the Parish. Clerk to liaise with Falcon Tree and try to book in as soon as possible in January 

Steve Roberts arrived at the meeting
	

	6. 
	To discuss the budget and agree the precept for 2026/2027:
The PC discussed the 2026/27 budget and agreed the following items will be included, in addition to regular ongoing expenses:
a) Maintenance of the Littlebury village triangles.
b) Improvements and repairs to parish playgrounds.
c) Increase to three Christmas Trees so each Village can enjoy one.
d) Budget for leaf removal or gravel for the Churchyard.
e) Increased budget for Community Facilities – Littlebury Village Hall and St Peter’s Community Hub.
f) Provision for professional expertise, time and resources for the Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish.
g) Reduced provision for minor Highways Maintenance not carried out by Essex Highways.

The PC has worked hard to make savings where possible. This will result in a decrease to the precept to £ 61,000.00.
	

	7. 
	Any other urgent business
a) Portable VAS sign – The PC agreed to participate in the scheme in principle, dependant on a few variables; how often the Parish will receive it, what sites it could be positioned in, if it could be on a tripod rather than a post. Peter Rieck suggested it would be good to use in Catmere End as this is currently not covered by a VAS.
b) Steve Roberts has taken the football nets down for the winter.
c) Village Sign – the PC is gathering quotes for an oak post to site the newly refurbished sign on and for someone to install it.
d) John Broomfield advised that he will be moving from the Parish.
	


	8. 

	Finance
Receipts and payments up to 05/12/25 and any invoices/receipts received up until 10/12/25 were considered at the meeting.
	

	
	December payments:
	
	

	
	Unity (Corporate Purchasing Card)
	£50.00
	

	
	PJ Dudley Contracts
	£2744.03
	

	
	Amazon – Football Nylon (John Broomfield)
	£9.88
	

	
	Littlebury Village Hall  - Litterpick Refreshments
	£50.00
	

	
	St Peter’s Community Hub - NP Meeting
	£15.00
	

	
	Jodie Rowlandson (Dec pay + Allowance)
	£576.60
	


	
	Wenden & Littlebury Parish Magazine
	£1332.00
	

	
	Rob Cook
	£765.00
	

	
	Total December Payments
	£5542.51
	

	9. 
	Date of next meeting, 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 14th January 2026 at 7.30pm at Littlebury Village Hall, Littlebury
	



The meeting closed at 10:15 pm



Signed						Dated
          ………………………				………………………..



