MINUTES OF THE LITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th JULY, 2025
LITTLEBURY VILLAGE HALL, LITTLEBURY at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Philip Marns, John Broomfield, Steve Roberts, Peter Rieck and Scott Rowling.
Also Present: Jodie Rowlandson (Clerk)
Public: 0

	1. 
	Apologies for Absence: Jan Menell, Mike Scott, Cllr Gadd, Cllr Gregory

	

	1. 
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
	Public Participation (15 mins): 
None

	

	1. 
	Conflicts of Interest: 
Register of Interests to be completed by new councillors and updated when needed. Reviewed formally every four years. Conflicts relating to Agenda items to be declared at the start of each PC meeting.
	

	1. 
	Report from the District Councillor/County Councillor: 
County Councillor: Cllr Paul Gadd noted that as in previous years, he will have £5,000 for community projects. He notes Highways matters which are still outstanding from previous meetings including the recent collisions in the parish. Cllr Gadd put forward the schemes he wanted prioritised to the LHP and awaits to hear what was approved. It is not clear whether any further schemes will be permitted to be initiated now. Local Government Reorganisation updates are due later in July.

	

	1. 
	Approval of minutes: Parish Council meeting held on 11th June, 2025.
Approved with minor amendments. Signed by the Chair
	

	1. 
	Matters/Actions arising from the minutes: 
a) Burglaries / Essex Police Response 
Property marking event arranged for 13/7/25 at St Peters. Cllr Gregory in dialogue with Deputy CC. CI Richards has been given contact details of two Littlebury Green residents who traced their property but did not receive help to recover it. Roger Hirst’s attendance at the SW Town Hall meeting on 21/7/25 has now been postponed. The PC would like to record its thanks to Cllr Neil Gregory for his continued pursuit in this matter.
b) Risk Register updated and reformatted 30 June 2025. New PC Planner is being created with the PCs responsibilities and action dates. Hedgecutting around the Littlebury and Littlebury Green VAS signs to be added to Hardy Landscapes duties to ensure they are always visible. Until such time that Hardy Landscapes take over this responsibility Scott Rowling and John Broomfield will make sure the hedge near the southern Littlebury is cut back. 
c) Review of PC Communications Policy
The PC are agreed this needs reviewing and brought up-to-date, with clearer definitions to social media and messaging applications and the use there of. Email accounts should be archived and not deleted so no data is lost. Draft to be prepared following a Zoom meeting and a proposal to be available for September meeting.
Councillors are in agreement over an informal drop-in session for the public to air their concerns and views. Intervals to be agreed.
	

	1. 
	Planning:
a) For Discussion 
UTT/25/1542/FUL Stansted Airport have submitted a planning application to put in two new taxiways and an increase in passenger numbers.
PC Comments: The PC are concerned how surrounding infrastructure will cope with this increase in passenger numbers. What improvements will be made to transport links to accommodate the extra capacity? Draft comments to be approved to register concerns with Planning.
b) Decisions: UTT/25/1133/LB 20 Merton Place
Approved with Conditions 
c) Neighbourhood plan: UDC cancelled the meeting with Philip Marns and Peter Rieck. Despite several emails chasing a rescheduling, the PC has received no replies. Philip will ask Cllr Gregory how to progress the matter.
	

	1. 
	Parish Council Vacancies:
There are two vacancies on the PC. Invitation to be put into Village Views to attract some prospective Councillors.

	

	1. 
	Project Updates: 
a) Littlebury Energy Project
Jonathan Ashe and Philip Marns met ECCs climate change team on 27/6/25. Very positive meeting. Possibility of financial support for LEP from ECC. Great British Energy grant funding available for innovative community energy projects. ECC will help LEP apply if we design a suitable initiative. Possibly local energy generation linked to funding for ASHP installations.
b) The Bumpy
Mike Scott has worked with Roland Huggett (Bumpy Volunteer Group) to submit a preliminary email request for Local Nature Reserve status to Natural England and has received an acknowledgement.
c) Catmere End Pond
The PC are interested in registering the unclaimed 40%. Peter Rieck to investigate the documentation.
	

	1. 
☼
	Clerk’s update / Correspondence: 
a) Website update of PC pages – Jodie Rowlandson to update with councillor profiles and bring all PC areas up to date.
b) Community Achievement Awards – Councillors discussed individuals they would like to nominate for the award.
c) Thifting & Storage of Historic PC Documents – The PC recognise that Littlebury Village Hall have been very accommodating in storing the documents. The PC plan to review and rationalise the documents by the end of the year.

	

	1. 
	Highways 
a) Update on replacement posts for Highway signs – Steve Roberts is to arrange a meeting with Saffron Signs and along with John Broomfield have a walkaround to agree what needs doing. Checking that all new signage is legally compliant.
b) Proposed VAS Sign for Strethall Rd – Steve and John will look into the ideal location as licence requires precise details.
	

	1. 
	Recreation and Playgrounds: 
a) Review of quote and safety report for Littlebury Playground – Steve Roberts will look at what is critical over the summer. The PC has been in contact with Claudia Haisman-Green chair of the former Littlebury Playground Group. She has some money left from the group to support the maintenance of the playground. These assets could be handed over to the PC. 
b) New inspection companies, rolling plan renewal – Jodie Rowlandson to enquire if a Priority Action front page can be added to the more detailed report.
c) Nets for Littlebury Recreational Ground have now been installed. As all attempts to reseed and returf the goal mouth have not taken, the PC will revisit in the Autumn.
d) Request for use of Littlebury Recreational Ground for summer football training for SW U13 – The PC requires a formal request from the football club before they can approve the request. 
	

	1. 
P

	Finance
a)  Receipts
None
	

	
	The following payments were approved:
	
	

	
	Payments
	
	

	
	Hardy Landscapes
	£535.84
	

	
	Jodie Rowlandson (July pay + Allowance)
	£440.75
	

	
	Tracy Coston
	£269.56
	

	
	Rob Cook
	£687.50
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Total Payments
	£1933.65
	

	1.  
	Area Reports: 
a) Littlebury Recreation gate: Rob Cook has
a new closure spring mechanism to be fitted to the gate. 
b) Government Reorganisation Survey:  Peter Rieck urges people to complete the survey 
c) Littlebury Green Bins: It was established that old bins are sufficient and are being emptied regularly.
d) Proposal to have one meeting a year in Catmere End: Unfortunately it is not currently possible to host in Catmere End. If a community facility becomes available we will use it.
e) Limestone scalpings for lay-by: PC agreed to order 2 x 1 ton bags of scalpings for the lay-by in Littlebury Green which has been dug up after a leak.

	

	1. 
	Date of next meeting, 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 10th September 2025 at 7.30pm in Littlebury Village Hall, Littlebury.

	





The meeting closed at 9:56 pm



Signed						Dated
          ………………………				………………………..


