[bookmark: _Hlk166274324]Littlebury Parish Council Chair’s Report
May 2024

Our new term commenced with the Local Elections; these were held on 4th May 2023. Due to the number of nominations received Littlebury parish was uncontested.  An election was held for District Councillors and both Neil Gregory and Richard Pavitt were duly re-elected.  The PC have had two resignations, Jonathan Ashe, and Catherine Fenn-Smith.  Last month we welcomed Steve Roberts to the Council, and we look forward to Steve’s contribution in due course.  We currently have two places to be filled, for anyone interested, please contact our parish clerk for further information on 01223 894462 or email clerk@littlebury.org.uk.

Littlebury and the hamlets started off the new term when they held individual events to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III, money spent on these events were reimbursed by UDC. 

In December, the draft budget was discussed and subsequently the precept for 2024/25 was agreed at £38,500. As a guide, the precept, covers tree surveys and felling, street lighting, grass and verge cutting, play areas maintenance, green waste collection, insurance, parish news, and the clerk and caretaker’s salary and expenses.  

This last year has seen the Littlebury Energy Project grow in strength. Philip Marns has worked closely with Chris Dodge from Saffron Walden Community Energy, and Project officer, Adrian Rowlands, who conducts home energy assessments.  During the year there have been well supported Open Days in the Village Hall.  Exhibitors were available to give various advice on energy.  The project wouldn’t work without the team of volunteers who are working hard to take the project forward.  They are giving regular updates which can be found in the Village News. If you’re eligible grant funding opportunities are available for anyone looking to make energy home improvements.

 The PC have recently updated its Policies and Procedures; these documents have covered Code of Conduct, Co-option Policy, Financial Regulations, Risk Management, Standing Orders etc.  Grateful thanks to Mike Scott who has spent a considerable amount of time on updating these documents.  These have now been approved and signed off by the Parish Council.

The PC continues to receive complaints on speeding and inconsiderate parking.  We are in the process of looking at VAS signs for Littlebury Green, which we hope will reduce speeding through the hamlet. We do have relevant Speedwatch equipment, so if you think you could give some time to become a Speedwatch volunteer, please contact our clerk.  We are waiting for news on speed reduction from 40 to 30 mph on the Littlebury Green Road, plus various signage for both Catmere End and Strethall Road.

The year has been taken up with discussing the Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) Consultation. This was a lengthy document which took considerable time to read and discuss.   The PC submitted their response for the deadline in December 2023. 

In due course, Cllr Gregory advised that the parish had not appeared in the draft consultation for further development.  The comments being that it was thought that homes had to be sustainable, therefore have facilities, for example jobs and be close to shops.  Regulation 19 Consultation is due later this year.  This draft plan will then go to the Planning Inspectorate for their review.

In December, Savills, on behalf of Audley End Estate, held a public consultation event for suggestions of any future development on their land.  Subsequently some residents had concerns, following these concerns Audley End Estate sent a letter to the PC and this can be seen on our website: https://littlebury.org.uk/parish-council/minutes/ 

To conclude my report, thanks go to both District Councillors, Neil Gregory, and Richard Pavitt also to County Councillor, Paul Gadd. These councillors regularly attend our meetings. The District Councillors provide valuable updates on UDC, i.e. policing, planning, chalk river pollution.  Our County Councillor liaises between the PC and Essex County Council and raises our highway issues. 

My sincere thanks go to our Clerk, Tracy Coston and our Caretaker, Rob Cook. To conclude my thanks to my fellow Councillors for their continued help and assistance.  We are all volunteers who have an interest in the parish we live in. Therefore, I am grateful for the support of the various groups who can be seen working around the parish voluntarily.  Plus, the many individuals who continue to come forward when help is required to ensure we keep our active village community.

Jean Cowell – Chair, Littlebury Parish Council 
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