GREAT CHESTERFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING SOCIETY

(Affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society)

Chair - Pauline Gale 01799-525543.

Due to the current situation, no meetings will be taking place at our usual venue in Ickleton.

FACEBOOK – Join the Great Chesterford & District Gardening Society Group on Facebook.

RECENT MEETING

The June Zoom meeting was excellent and well attended.  The Speaker was Darren Lerigo who specialises in Topiary - his talk entitled Clippings:  How to Prune Topiary and Hedges.  A member described Darren as one of the best speakers she has heard … “very enthusiastic, down to earth, practical and obviously artistic in his approach to topiary and pruning”.  Darren said that the ‘month of June is the typical time to cut boxwood hedges, particularly on Derby Day … when the Lords left to go off for a day at the races and all the gardeners would come out and cut the box so that it would look amazing when the Lords returned …’. The memorable talk was illustrated with lovely photos and audience participation!
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SUMMER OUTINGS

Sixteen members enjoyed a visit to Brent Pelham Hall Garden near Buntingford at the end of May.
Catherine Cocks, showed us around some of the 12 acres of formal gardens which surround the Grade I listed property.   Catherine is the Head Gardener (and Society member), responsible for maintaining the gardens organically, together with one other full-time gardener and a student.  The plants in the new double herbaceous border were just coming into bloom, and was the beautiful wisteria in the courtyard.  The Mediterranean Garden close to the swimming pool cleverly recreated perfect conditions for drought resistant, low maintenance plants and particularly memorable were the Lemon Trees bearing fruit! There was still so much more to see and admire!
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The warm June evening was perfect for the visit to the garden of Bishops House in Great Chesterford.  Due to open for the NGS three days hence, Matt and Amanda Bonass opened their garden especially for the Gardening Society. Passing stumperies on either side of the driveway to the Grade II Listed former vicarage, the 9 acre garden boasts abundant perennial borders, with lawns sweeping down to the River Cam, and well mature trees providing shade.  The curved wooden bridge leads the eye to the Water Meadow beyond the river, where two black sheep graze. The newly established Walled Potager Garden is already productive as well as ornamental.  A very pleasant social evening.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

JULY – Zoom Meeting – Dr Twigs Way is a professional landscape and garden historian and divides her time between research and consultancy, giving lectures, talks and writing books. Twigs has worked in historic landscapes for over thirty years, commencing with her studies on medieval parks and expanding into gardens and landscapes of all periods.
Please Note No meetng during the month of August 2021

